Teachers self-leading pack – Map and information boards in Monkey Forest 
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Education Map

[ orange signs are information boards

Blue signs are interactive boards

White signs are large pictorial boards



Map and signs in Monkey Forest Enclosure
The description of the signs in the park are to be used in conjunction with the map.  If you have any queries don’t hesitate to contact the education department at Monkey Forest.  Feeding talks are in feeding area 1 at 11.15, 1.15, 3.15, 4.15 (when open until 5pm) and 5.15 (when open until 6pm) and in feeding area 2 at 12.15, 2.15, 4.15 (when open until 6pm).
Information board No: 1. Origins
The monkeys living in the park are Barbary macaques.  In the wild, they inhabit the wooded mountains of Morocco and Algeria, where the winters are cold and often with heavy snowfalls.  That’s why they can live in the open all year round in the park.

Information board No: 2. Nutrition
Monkeys need a healthy and well balanced diet, just as we do.  Fruit, vegetables and cereals are distributed daily.  Plants and insects found in the park enrich their daily menu.  This mixed diet means that they are omnivores.  

Information board No: 3. Social Life
Barbary macaques live in social groups with nearly as many males as females.  Each group has an area offering food, water and high trees, called a home-range.  Just like Barbary macaques in the wild, our monkeys spend the night perched in high trees where they are safe from predators.  

Blue interactive board No: 1. (These are flip up signs where the question is given with 3 possible answers and the answer is obtained when the flap is raised)
We are Barbary Macaques – where do we come from?
a. From the South American rainforest ?

b. From the mountains of North Africa ?

c. From the East African savannah ?

b. Our home is in the mountains of Morocco and Algeria. We live in altitudes up to 2200 metres. Our habitats vary from cedar and oak forests to gorges and rocky ridges

Blue interactive board No: 2. How do we spend the winter?
a. We stay outside as we do in the summer ?

b. We hibernate ?

c. We move to a heated building ?

a. We stay outside throughout the year. We come from the mountains of Morocco and Algeria, where the winter is even colder than here. Our thick winter coat keeps us warm and we also like to huddle together in places sheltering us from the wind.

Information board No: 4. Hierarchy
Within a group of Barbary Macaques there is a hierarchy, each member holding a specific position on the ladder.  The ‘Chief’ is always a male in the prime of life, usually between 10 to 15 years old.
Information board No: 5. Reproduction
Barbary Macaques are well adapted to the rough climate in the North African mountains.  Their reproduction is strictly seasonal: 



Mating: autumn/winter



Births:  spring/early summer

Gestation: 5.5 months.  One baby per female

Blue interactive sign No: 3. Where and how do we spend the night?
a. On the ground in the grass ?

b. In self-made nests on the trees ?

c. Perched on branches in the trees ?

c. we spend the night high up in the trees, sitting on branches. Only there do we feel safe from our most dangerous natural predator, the leopard. Besides, who knows what roams around here at night!

Large blue communication board.
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: Threatening

: Open mouth threat

: Screaming in protest
: Screaming

: Play-fighting

: Play face
: Males using baby as
a social mediator
: Friendly teeth chattering




Information board No: 6. Grooming
Social grooming is not so much searching for parasites as the expression of friendly relationships.  It creates and reinforces familiarity and therefore cohesion.  Friends and relatives are the most frequent grooming partners.
Blue interactive board No: 4. Teeth 
	Female (there is a picture of a female)
	Male (there is a picture of a male)


What is the difference in our teeth?

	Female yawning
	Male yawning



	Smaller canines
	Larger canines

( worn by age )


Large blue Behavioural patterns board
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1: Climbing
2: Carrying a baby
on the back
3: Carrying a baby
on the belly :
4: Having a nap
5: Sleeping
6: Eating grass
7: Drinking water
8: Grooming
9: Mating
10: Playing
11: Suckling
12: Cuddling
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Blue interactive board No: 5. Why do we groom each other?
a. Because we are keen on eating lice ?

b. Because this is how we express affection for one another ?

c. Because this is our favourite pastime ?

c. By grooming each other we express our affection. We do not have lice nor fleas. While grooming we sometimes remove dandruff.
Information board No: 7. Mothers and Babies
Newborn babies have a black coat. They are carried on the belly.  Older babies generally ride on the back.  Female Barbary macaques are excellent mothers.

For years after weaning, the mother stays the most important social partners of her offspring.
Information board No: 8. Males and Babies 
Contrary to many other primate species, male Barbary Macaques have many friendly contacts with babies.  They carry them, groom them and protect them.

--- Be careful!
     Do not approach monkeys carrying small babies

Blue interactive board No: 6. In each group there is a hierarchy with a male at the top. How does a specific male achieve this position ?
a. By old age ?

b. By high aggressiveness ?

c. By succeeding his father as the boss ?

d. By getting much support from other males ?

d. Candidates are males in their prime, i.e. between 10 and 15 years of age. Who becomes the boss is determined by who gets the most and best support from important group members.

Blue interactive board No: 7. How does a female achieve the highest rank within the female hierarchy ?
a. By old age ?

b. By high aggressiveness ?

c. By succeeding her mother as the highest ranking female ?

d. By getting much support from other females ?

c. Every mother, including the highest ranking one, passes on her position to her daughter. Thanks to her mother’s protection, the daughter is able to dominate all of her mother’s subordinates and thus, sooner or later, the daughter replaces the mother in her position.
Information board No: 9. Communication 
A good system of communication is important for a primate species living in a complex society.  The ‘language’ of the Barbary macaques consists of a variety of vocalisations, facial expressions, gestures and attitudes.

Information board No: 10. Behavioural Studies
The monkeys you are looking at have their own tattoo and have been studied for many years.  Scientists record their social behaviour and contribute to a better understanding of this unique and endangered species.

Information board No: 11. Why monkeys are not suitable as pets
‘In your home, I will be deprived of my mothers affection, my friends and my forest environment…. Boredom and loneliness will make the most unhappy animals in the world.  
www.monkey-forest.com
Tel: 01782 659845
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